
for eight families. Every day, Ahladhini wakes up around 4:30 am to meet up with a family 

via Zoom and provide family-centered intervention to support parents of children who are 

deaf or hard of hearing (DHH). A family WhatsApp group keeps the conversation going 

between therapy sessions. Parents in SUNO have also been supported through group 

meetings on topics of common interest. 

SUNO is our tele-intervention project that continues to provide individual 

listening and spoken language therapy to families in North India. Ahladhini 

Dugar has been spearheading this project and has been the primary provider 
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We are thrilled to share with you our first official update from 

Listening Together. Since being founded in August 2017, Listening Together 

has conducted several activities towards achieving its goal of supporting education and 

rehabilitation of children who are deaf or hard of hearing through parent empowerment, 

professional development, and public awareness. 

We have interacted with more than 50 parents and professionals, impacting more than 500 

children to understand their reality and develop culturally and linguistically appropriate 

interventions that best meet their unique needs. 

"I am so very much thankful and grateful to the Listening Together 

team for standing by us in our hearing journey which is indeed 

tedious. But Uma and Ahladhini had always been our unsurpassable 

support and an utmost source of updated information."

“This Suno group is an amazing help for my daughter and for me. Whenever 

we have any queries we don't have to look here and there just put our query 

there [on the whatsapp group] and we get our answers. My daughter loves 

online therapy sessions, which surprised me very much. It's a very great effort 

from Ahladhini and Uma to help families like us.”

LISTENING   TOGETHER
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- Nayela, Parent of 3 year old bilateral cochlear implant user

- Nilofer, Parent of 5 year old bilateral cochlear implant user

We are currently working on collaborating with partners in the US as well as India to provide 

informational sessions to large groups of parent online and in person.



"It was a very good learning experience to learn the concepts 

from Uma Ma’am and Ahladhini Ma’am. Their knowledge and 

experience in the field impacted us in a positive way."

"Thank you Listening Together for making it possible to learn 

things, which are not available in this part (South Asia) of the 

world." 

"In Indian Audiology/Speech Language Pathology (ASLP) syllabus, Auditory Verbal 

Therapy (AVT) is not given much importance. There is very little info on AVT, unless 

we learn by ourselves. So it was good to have this course, to learn more about 

AVT, the stages, principles and all. I am amazed to see the prognosis achieved by 

children with cochlear implants through AVT."

Generous donations made by Arya Middaddi, family, and friends have enabled Listening 

Together to purchase books and resource materials for our participants in India and Sri 

Lanka. The materials will be on their way to them in the next few weeks. 

Keeping in mind our goal to build capacity and create pathways for professionals to 

apply for Listening and Spoken Language Specialist certification, we are also pleased to 

announce that individual mentoring for five professionals will begin in April 2018. This will 

mark the beginning of a 3 – 5 year mentoring process in preparation for the Listening and 

Spoken Language Specialist certification exam. 

We are also currently in talks to establish and implement a similar program for students in 

undergraduate and graduate programs in speech-language pathology, audiology, and 

education of the deaf. Stay tuned for updates in the next newsletter! 

     Since August 2017, through the Listening and Spoken Language      

 Professional Enrichment Program (LSL-PrEP), 15 professionals in India, 

Sri Lanka, and Gulf countries have completed a 10-week online course 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

approved by the Alexander Graham Bell Academy for Listening and Spoken Language. 

Another 18 professionals are currently enrolled in this course with over 30 professionals on 

a waiting list for the next time this course is offered. Uma Soman, has been spearheading 

this effort and is the primary instructor. The participants have benefitted from this course 

and are eager to enroll in future offerings of the LSL-PrEP program.
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We want to take this opportunity, our first update, to express our gratitude to our dear 

friend and mentor Kathy Sussman who was instrumental in inspiring us to start Listening 

Together. We also want to appreciate our super-allies without whom none of this would 

have been possible! 

A SHOUT-OUT TO OUR SUPER ALLIES

Akhand Dugar, our first volunteer and budding writer has authored the books in the 

Maya series. 

Arya Mididaddi, our amazing teen volunteer who organized our first fund raiser for 

professional resource materials. 

Lisa Shanaan, pediatric occupational therapist and consultant has been a friend and 

ally in supporting our vision and working with families participating in the SUNO group. 

Swati Namjoshi, illustrator extraordinaire has helped us bring our vision to life in the 

form of Maya. We look forward to working with Swati on our Maya book series. 

Radhika Poovaiyah, Director of Samvaad Institute in Banglore has been a wonderful 

supporter of the mission and helped us get started with our first LSL-PrEP cohort. 

Uma Mididaddi, friend of Listening Together and parent of Arya has been a constant 

source of support and encouragement. Don’t be surprised if she reaches out to you as 

an official representative of Listening Together in the near future! 

Ahladhini Rao Dugar, M.E.D. 

Ahladhini.Dugar@ListeningTogether.com

Uma Soman, PhD, LSLS Cert AVEd. 

Uma.Soman@ListeningTogether.com

A lot has happened in the last few months and we are grateful for the opportunities that 

have come our way. What we thought was a need, has been embraced by friends and 

colleagues as a valuable contribution to the field. We appreciate your continued support 

as we expand our efforts to reach even more families and professionals.

PUBLIC AWARENESS

• We have been accepted to give a 30-minute presentation at the 2018              

Alexander Graham Bell Association Convention in June, in Scottsdale, AZ. 

• A series of three books featuring Maya, a precocious young girl who wears two cochlear 

implants, is being developed in collaboration with Swati Namjoshi. 

• We are launching a blog that will provide foundational information about education and 

rehabilitation of children who are deaf or hard of hearing. 

We are making steady progress in this area with many activities  

happening on many different fronts.  

• Our website is up and running and will continue to undergo updates,  
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